
City Living Zone 
  

 
 Overview 
 
The population of Tauranga is increasing. 
 
Increasing housing densities in and around areas close to centres with commercial, and 
community activity, like the city centre, will help accommodate some of this population growth.  
 
Residential density can be changed through redevelopment of sites using different building 
styles, such as multi-unit and multi-level buildings.   
 
Following a series of community meetings in 2008 a new City Living Zone has been created 
that covers the current residential areas directly north (McLean to Brown Sreets), west (Selwyn 
Street), and south of the Tauranga city centre to 8th Avenue.  
 
 
 Current Rules 
 
• City Centre zoning (Residential Zone A) is the same as the residential zone found 

throughout the rest of the city.  It is not focused on promoting medium density housing.  
 
 
 Key Changes Proposed  
 
• A building height of 13 metres (sites opposite the Tauranga Domain up to 19 metres).  This 

increases from 9m generally or 12m in the Special Height Policy Zone. 
• A 1:200m² per unit density for sites of all sizes in City Living zone.  A bonus density of 

1:130m² per unit will apply for sites of 1050m² and larger (to encourage amalgamation of 
sites). This decreases from 1:325m² unit density under current zoning. 

• On site planning controls also apply to influence the size, scale and orientation of buildings, 
and percentage of open space within a development. 

• Daylighting rules try to balance neighbouring site amenity with medium density housing 
building form. 

• In City Living Mixed Use areas offices and health centres can also be developed on the 
ground floor only but must have residential activity above,  

• The sites around The Elms remain 9 metre height areas and Suburban Residential zone. 
• The eastern side of Edgecumbe Road is included in the City Living zone. 
 
 
 Reason for the Change 
 
• Increasing housing densities in and around the city centre, will help accommodate the 

projected population growth.  
• A new City Living Zone will provide the planning basis for this change. 
 
 

Key Contact 
Adele Hadfield 
Strategic Planner, City Directions 
Tauranga City Countil 
Phone:  07 577 7339 
Email:   adele.hadfield@tauranga.govt.nz 



 


